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The Journal of Liberal History is the only journal
for the discussion and research of historical topics
relating to the histories of the Liberal Democrats,
Liberal Party, the SDP and of liberalism.

Its contents appeal to anyone with an interest in
the history of British Liberalism, whether
academics, party activists or spare-time students of
political history. 

The Journal of Liberal History, published quarterly
since 1993, features articles, original research,
biographies of leading (and more obscure!)
Liberal figures, reports of Liberal Democrat History
Group meetings, book reviews, guides to archive
sources and a regularly updated ‘research in
progress’ column. 
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Special issues, which are
published roughly once 
per year, have included: 

● The Liberal Party and 
the First World War

● The Liberal Revival

● The Legacy of the 
Liberal-SDP Alliance

● W. E. Gladstone: 
Lessons and Legacy

● Liberals and Nationalists

● Crossing the Floor 
(political defections)

● Liberals and Ireland

● The SDP 1981–88

RECENT CONTENTS
Published articles include:

■ Heir to the New Liberals? John Rawls and
Liberal thought
Ed Randall

■ What went wrong at Darlington? 
The 1983 by-election disaster
Bill Rodgers and Chris Rennard

■ The first woman Liberal MP: The life and
political career of Margaret Wintringham
Larry Iles and Robert Ingham

■ Lloyd George and the suffragettes at
Llanystumdwy
Dr J. Graham Jones

■ The single-taxers and the future of Liberalism,
1906–1914
Paul Mulvey

■ Ashdown as leader
transcripts of two interviews by Andrew
Rawnsley, Duncan Brack and Harriet Smith

■ The origins of community politics 
John Meadowcroft

■ The Rainbow Circle and the New Liberalism
Mark Rathbone

■ Sir Jerom Murch and the ‘civic gospel’ in
Victorian Bath 
Graham Davis

■ The Life and Career of Lewis ‘Loulou’ Harcourt 
Patrick Jackson

■ ‘A political man’: The experiences of a
perennially unsuccessful Liberal candidate 
in the nineteenth century, William Taylor Haly
Terry McDonald



LIBERAL DEMOCRAT HISTORY GROUP
The Journal of Liberal History is published by the Liberal Democrat History Group,
established in 1988 to promote the discussion and research of historical topics relating
to the histories of the Liberal Democrats, Liberal Party, the SDP and of liberalism. 

In addition to publishing the The Journal of Liberal History, the History Group:

■ Publishes books, including the Dictionary of Liberal Biography, the Dictionary of
Liberal Quotations and Great Liberal Speeches.

■ Organises evening discussions meetings and witness seminars. Holds fringe
meetings at Liberal Democrat conferences. Speakers include academics and
leading figures from the Liberal Democrats and other parties.

■ Maintains www.liberalhistory.org.uk, the web’s premier site for all aspects of
British Liberal history. This includes records of all past Journals (plus complete
downloadable files of the first 20 issues), guides to archive sources, research in
progress and other resources for students of Liberal history.

■ Is developing the ‘Liberal History Online’ project, at www.liberalhistory.org.uk,
containing a concise history of the party, a growing series of pages covering
particular issues and periods in more detail, and research resources, including
lists of party leaders, election results and cabinet ministers.
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£30.00 for institutions; special three-year rates are available for £55.00 (individuals) and £85.00
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